
 

Embargo  

 

The Jefferson County Weed Board has developed a special embargo program when 

dealing with the movement of forage, as defined in 80-7-903, into or out of the county. 

 
80-7-903 “Forage” means any crop, including alfalfa, grass, small grains, straw, and similar crops and commodities, that is grown, 

harvested, and sold for livestock forage, bedding material, or mulch or related uses and the byproducts of those crops or commodities 

that have been processed into pellets, cubes, or related products. 

 

The board may implement an embargo upon confirmation of a violation, based upon 

complaint investigations requests for investigation by the department, or through county 

investigations, if the forage has not been certified by the state and is being sold as 

noxious weed seed free, as defined in 80-7-903 

 
80-7-903 “Noxious weed seed free” means that a forage has an absence of noxious weed seeds within a standardized range of 

variances or tolerances established by department rule. 

 

A person in possession of the forage that in not in compliance with Title 80, chapter 7, 

part 9, may not move or dispose of the forage as noxious weed seed free that is subject to 

embargo until written permission is obtained from the board. If the forage that is subject 

to embargo is found to have met all of the requirements of the state certification program 

and the department verifies compliance with the program, the board shall release the 

embargo. The board may also release the forage under the following conditions. 

 

 Verification of guaranteed delivery back to the original producer, as 

defined in 80-7-903 

 
“Producer” means a person engaged in growing forage, a tenant personally engaged in growing forage, or both 

the owner and the tenant jointly and includes a person, cooperative organization, trust, sharecropper, and any 

other business entity, devices, and arrangements that grow forage that is proposed to be certified as noxious 

weed seed free. 

 

 Burning or disposal of the forage in a manner acceptable to the board; 

other alternatives approved by the board. 

 

The board shall report all embargoes issued and the final resolution of an embargo 

imposed pursuant to a violation of Title 80, chapter 7, part 9, to the department within 48 

hours. 

 

The person in possession of forage subject to embargo shall comply with the conditions 

approved by the board within 30 days. If resolution is not accomplished, the board may 

condemn the forage and implement through its employees any of the conditions set forth 

in this section. If the board proceeds with correction of these conditions after 30 days, all 

actual expenses incurred and documented by the board are payable by the producer 

unless the person in possession of the forage also has an interest in the forage. 


